
Minutes of Regular Meeting # 724 Held in the Lake Elmo City Council 
Chambers 
Thursday, March 10, 2005 

MANAGERS PRESENT: Dave Bucheck, President; Lincoln Fetcher, Vice President; Don Scheel, 
Secretary; Dale Borash, Treasurer 

MANAGERS ABSENT:  Duane Johnson, Manager 

STAFF PRESENT: John Hanson, Barr Engineering; Ray Marshall, Attorney; Ray Roemmich, 
Inspector;               Karen Schultz, Recording Secretary 

STAFF ABSENT:   None 

OTHERS PRESENT: Chuck Taylor, CAC; Tim Freeman, with Folz, Freeman, Erickson, Inc.; - 
Cardinal View, Permit # 2005-05 

CALL TO ORDER President Bucheck called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS There were no announcements. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES After discussion of the minutes of the February 24, 2005 meeting, motion was made 
by Scheel and seconded by Borash to approve the minutes as corrected. Motion carried unanimously. 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS Added to the agenda under Engineer Reports were: Watershed Management 
Plan, BWSR Challenge Grants, and Barr Engineering Celebration. 

PUBLIC FORUM There was no discussion in the Public Forum segment of the meeting. 

SECRETARY=S REPORT Secretary Scheel reported that he had distributed the mail. 

INSPECTOR=S REPORT Inspector Roemmich said there has not been much activity since the last meeting. 

ATTORNEY=S REPORT Attorney Marshall had nothing new to report. 

TREASURER=S REPORT Treasurer=s Report will be given at the second meeting of the month. 

CHANGE IN ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS At this time President Bucheck authorized a change in the order of 
agenda items. 

ENGINEER=S REPORT Permit Request: Cardinal View, Lake Elmo Engineer Hanson presented information on a 
permit request for a project located North of 15th Street North and about 2 mile east of Inwood Avenue (CSAH 
13), Lake Elmo, in part of the SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 27, Township 29 North, Range 21 West. The 
purpose of the project is to subdivide about 27 acres into seven single family lots, 2.5 acres or larger, and 
construct a 650 foot long road (15th Street Court North), 500 feet of storm sewer, and a stormwater 
management pond. 

The project site lies within the Eagle Point Lake watershed. The proposed project will maintain the existing 
drainage patterns. After discussion of the water management concerns, the wetland management concerns, 
and the erosion control concerns, motion was made by Scheel and seconded by Borash to approve Permit # 



2005-05 with the engineer=s suggested site specific conditions and the suggested standard conditions. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Raleigh Creek At the last meeting the managers authorized Engineer Hanson to arrange for the clearing of ice 
from the Raleigh Creek culvert located at 28th Street. At this meeting, Engineer Hanson reported that the work 
had been scheduled for March 1st, but was cancelled, due to weather conditions. Engineer Hanson said the 
situation is being closely monitored. The managers agreed that this was satisfactory at this time. 

Engineer Hanson reported that he and Secretary Scheel met with representatives of Washington County, and 
the Cities of Oakdale and Lake Elmo, on Tuesday, March 8th, to discuss the South Fork of Raleigh Creek 
erosion issues. He and Secretary Scheel explained that Washington County has requested that Barr 
Engineering submit a proposal for engineering and design services for the construction of rock vanes and a 
low flow pipe along the ditch. Engineer Hanson said if the managers approve Barr, Engineering will make a 
proposal to Washington County. President Bucheck asked how the project costs would be paid. Engineer 
Hanson and Secretary Scheel said there were no commitments made at the meeting for paying for the project. 

The managers agreed that they had no problem with Barr Engineering contracting with Washington County 
for the work. 

Watershed Management Plan Engineer Hanson reported that the Washington Conservation District has 
submitted its comments on the draft Plan. He also reported that the Washington County Commissioners are 
meeting March 15th and have suggested that a VBWD manager attend the meeting. Secretary Scheel will 
attend the meeting. 

Engineer Hanson provided the managers with a draft letter to the Washington Conservation District and a 
draft Memorandum addressed to Plan Reviewers. Both draft documents acknowledge receipt of the 
Watershed Management Plan reviewers=comments. Motion was made by Borash and seconded by Fetcher 
approving the letter and memorandum and directing Engineer Hanson to mail the memorandum when 
appropriate. Motion carried unanimously. 

Board of Water and Soil Resources Challenge Grants Engineer Hanson informed the managers that 
Washington County is preparing several BWSR Challenge Grant applications, and would like to list Valley 
Branch Watershed District as a partner. The grant applications will likely be for 1) preparing a Statement of 
Need and Reasonableness (SONAR) for groundwater rules and doing education; 2) creating and/or 
converting a water resources database and website for the Washington Conservation District to store 
Washington County data; 3) adding to the groundwater monitoring network; and 4) possibly studying the 
hydrology of wetlands in northern Washington County. Engineer Hanson noted that some of the application 
topics might be combined, and that Washington County is not seeking financial commitments at this time. 

After the managers discussed the topics, motion by Bucheck and seconded by Scheel to support the BWSR 
challenge grants. Motion carried unanimously. Engineer Hanson will inform BWSR of this decision. 

Barr Engineering Celebration Engineer Hanson told the managers that Barr Engineering is planning a 
celebration for leaders in watershed management. The celebration will be held April 12, 2005, at the Barr 
Engineering office, and all Valley Branch Watershed District managers and staff will be invited to attend. 

Permit Request: Wildflower Shores Wetland Banking At the last meeting, the managers tabled the issue of the 
Wildflower Shores Wetland Banking Permit Request, until the status of the existing escrow balance is 
determined. Motion was made by Borash and seconded by Scheel to remove the discussion from the table. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Engineer Hanson had mailed to the managers a summary of the escrow balance activity in the permit. The 
summary showed that the escrow account balance is minus approximately $5,000. The managers discussed 



whether a new permit should be issued, or to continue with the original permit. Attorney Marshall advised 
that the managers could proceed with a new permit, but the same subject matters would apply. After 
discussion, motion was made by Bucheck and seconded by Fetcher to continue the original permit, # 99-9, 
with the modification conditions that had been discussed. Motion carried unanimously. 

Sunnybrook Lake Engineer Hanson said he received a telephone call from the new owner of the Drusch 
property, William Bonta, with questions about the Sunnybrook Lake project, and he wants to meet with 
Engineer Hanson about the project. President Bucheck said Bob Rogalla called him with questions about the 
project, and Vice President Fetcher said Bruce Mogren had called him about the same thing. President 
Bucheck said he will be contacting the other residents who had not attended the VBWD January 27, 2005 
meeting when the status of the Sunnybrook Lake Project was discussed. He also said that he and Engineer 
Hanson will meet with Mr. Bonta and Mr. Rogalla. 

MANAGERS= REPORT Next Meeting - March 24, 2005 The managers expect a quorum to be present on March 
24th. 

ADJOURNMENT Motion made by Scheel and seconded by Borash at 8:45 p.m. to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Donald Scheel, Secretary 

Minutes Approved by Managers 03/24/05 

 


